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2014 Year in Review 

 
Steering Committee/Board of Directors 

• Established our mission: The mission of Go Green Northbrook is to promote environmentally 
sustainable decisions in our community. 

• Organized as an official nonprofit: With extensive help from Brian Bruce, of Northbrook’s 
Community Gardens and the EQC, Go Green Northbrook is now a registered nonprofit with honorary 
501(c)(3) status. Our first Board meeting was in September, where official documents were turned 
over to the Board. 

• Benefited from a fundraiser: A ‘Green Dinner’ was held in June at Prairie Grass Café of 
Northbrook, which was organized by chef Sarah Stegner and Noe Sanchez. Funds will be used for 
operational expenses and Board approved uses. 

• Made the news: We were in local newspapers six times. 
o 1/2/14: “Nine sub-groups formed to cover all things green” (N. Tower) 
o 3/6/14: “Residents learn about local animal, plant life” (N. Tower) 
o 4/28/14: “Earth Day finds Northbrook filling bags and wearing them, too” (N. Star) 
o 5/5/14: “Go Green Northbrook group proponent of new bike, walking trail” (N. Star) 
o 6/12/14: “Prairie Grass supports Go Green NB with dinner” (N. Tower) 
o 6/16/14: “Neighbors learn tricks of the trade at ‘energy party’” (N. Tower) 

 
Our Teams and Initiatives 
 
Green Schools 
The Green Schools Team advocates for sustainability measures, best-practices surrounding student health, 
and environmental education throughout Northbrook schools. The group promotes resource sharing amongst 
existing school green teams and volunteers. The team is building a network of those interested in 
environmental education by recruiting a representative from each elementary, middle, and junior high school 
for its team. Currently, team members work directly with PTOs, individual schools, and school districts 
regarding environmental awareness, student food offerings, school gardens and more.  
 

2014 GGN Accomplishments: 
• Identified and documented knowledgeable contacts and industry experts in a wide range of 

environmental programs (i.e., school gardens, school food nutrition, green fundraising, green cultural 
arts programs, healthy school buildings, walk/bike to school) 

• Connected to existing environmental networks: ASEG (Area Schools Environmental Group), 
Healthy Schools Campaign, and US Green Building Council 



1/19/15 DG/JL/TB/KH 

• Started a library of school-based education modules which can be lead by parent volunteers to 
teach individual environmental lessons to classes 

 
Reusable Bag Initiative (RUBI)   
The RUBI Team brings awareness of the environmental problems caused by plastic and paper bags, and 
promotes the use of reusable bags and containers. Our “throw-away” habits wreak havoc on the environment, 
and RUBI works to educate the community on this issue. In 2014, GGN was thrilled to see Sunset Foods 
begin a program of a $0.05 contribution per reusable bag brought by customers towards GBN’s prairie. GGN 
member, Rob Sulski, maintains this prairie and is excited to receive the financial assistance to the volunteer 
efforts taking place there. 
 

2014 GGN Accomplishments: 
• Developed a “Don’t Forget Your Reusable Bags” cling sticker for the car windshield which  

was distributed to attendees at community events throughout the year 
• Sunset Foods displayed our cling stickers on store doors as a reminder for customers to bring  

in their own bags 
• Paraded a “monster suit” of 500 plastic bag at the local Earth Day festival and Farmers Market, 

symbolizing the number of bags an average person acquires each year 
 
Education & Community Outreach (ECO) 
The ECO Team began in October with the charge of developing educational activities that bring 
environmental awareness to the community at large. The ECO Team assisted with marketing and public 
relations of GGN activities and key regional “green” events. Activities include involvement with the 
Northbrook Farmers Market, our Speaker Series, Green Scene programming, website development and 
maintenance, and social media coverage . The ECO Team also provides a forum for incoming volunteers  
to get informed on key directives, actions and upcoming activities of GGN. 
 

2014 Accomplishments: 
• Held four ‘Seasonal Socials’ (3/20; 6/11; 9/17; 12/17): gatherings that serve as an outreach  

to community members, introducing attendees to GGN’s mission and team initiatives 
• Offered a complimentary Speaker Series event (2/27), “Focus on our Forest” which educated 

attendees on the wonders of our local forest preserves (further events are on hold due to 
construction at the Northbrook Library) 

• Hosted three ‘Green Scene’ movie nights: “Promised Land” (3/28); “Queen of the Sun:  
What are the Bees Trying to Tell Us?” (4/25); “A Chemical Reaction” (5/30) 

• Participated with three community tables: Northbrook Farmers Market (7/23 and 9/24);  
St. Norbert’ Craft Fair (11/16) 

• Developed a robust website (gogreennorthbrook.org) which shares information and 
resources with the community. The site contains over 60 pages of information and had  
over 5,200 visitors in 2014. 

• Established a strong social media presence: 
o Facebook: From 108 likes to 295; 399 posts with a total reach of 14,767 people 
o Twitter: Began in March; 145 followers; 318 tweets with over 3200 people reached 
o Pinterest: Account created in December 
o ECO e-newsletter: 71 people have opted in 
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Energy 
The energy initiative promotes home energy conservation and the benefits of renewable solar, wind and 
geothermal alternatives. In 2014, we focused on home energy use. We began working with nonprofit Elevate 
Energy (elevateenergy.org) and Energy Impact Illinois (energyimpactillinois.org) to arrange evaluations by 
their certified home energy experts.  
 
The process involves an assessment of the home’s air sealing and insulation. Private assessment are 
arranged for $99 or as a hosted ‘Energy Party’ where others are invited to learn and follow along with the 
process during a casual get-together. Energy Parties serve as a means to further educate the community 
about the latest developments in energy, supplier options, and the benefits of evaluating their homes. Homes 
that experience at least a 15% energy savings are eligible to receive an Illinois Home Performance Energy 
Star® certification from the U.S. Department of Energy, which can increase the value of the home. 
 

2014 Accomplishments: 
• Organized ten ‘Energy Parties,’ which educated attendees on smart energy tips as well as 

provided information on the assessment process. Contractors completed work on numerous 
Northbrook homes, some of which saw 30-40% in energy savings. 

• Produced two case studies reporting the process and benefits — including more comfortable 
home conditions and remediation of past improper work (case studies are available on our website) 

 
Healthy Yards + Gardens 
The healthy yards + gardens initiative began in 2014 after attendees of Green Scene movies on the subject 
were alarmed and wanted to take action. During the year, knowledge was gained from outside consultants, 
and experience was gained by adjusting lawn and garden care practices at home. We have learned that yard 
maintenance can create beautiful lawns and bountiful gardens without harmful chemicals that interfere with 
pollinating insects and other phenomenon that maintain a functioning ecosystem. Key points are reducing 
the use of pesticides, herbicides and insecticides; maintaining and enriching topsoil; use of native plants; the 
value of rain gardens and swales; and carefully choosing the power source of necessary equipment. 
 

2014 Accomplishments: 
• Organized two yard-themed ‘Green Scene’ movies, which covered the negative impacts of lawn 

chemicals, including their impact on bees and the drastic effect on the ecosystem 
• Held a ‘natural lawn care’ training night, with GGN member Chris Mest giving instruction on how 

to naturally maintain our yards and gardens 
• Devised a ‘Pesticide Free’ yard sign, which advertises the concept and practice of healthier yard 

maintenance (Signs were gladly received by qualifying attendees at the Northbrook Farmers Market.) 
• Used our own yards to learn what works by eliminating systematic use of pesticides, creating rain 

gardens and installing native plants 
• Tested methods to retain rainwater runoff at our own homes 

 
Bicycling Activism + the Techny River Trail (TRT) 
The bicycling activism initiative is about increasing safe bicycle ridership and accessibility to major 
destinations within and around Northbrook, including recreational, commercial and employment centers.  
 
Last summer GGN proposed a new trail along the north branch of the Chicago River just west of the Willow 
Festival Development, dubbed the ‘Techny River Trail.’ Attention towards this initiative was delayed due to 
the Village’s focus on other developments around Northbrook, but positive action took place. 
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2014 Accomplishments: 
• Received interest in the TRT by the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District and Northbrook’s 

Bicycle Task Force, plus presented the proposals to many other stakeholders 
• Developed an informative digital and print brochure providing key facts about the trail  

(digital version is available on our website) 
• Created a petition that garnered 170 signatures in support of the Techny River Trail 

(electronic petition available via a link on our website) 
• Organized a bike ride from Northbrook to the Chicago Botanic Garden for a celebration event  

of the new North Branch Trail 
 
Community Support 
 
Northbrook Farmers Market 
In July and September, GGN participated in the Northbrook Farmers Market as a means for community 
outreach. Dale Duda, President and Market Manager, supports GGN and has attended our events, and we in 
turn are huge supporters of her work in bringing an amazing farmers market to our community. Discussions 
are being held to identify and develop our synergies, with possible joint efforts moving forward. 

 
Somme Woods + Prairie 
Stephen Packard, GGN member, and his volunteers have led efforts towards restoring and maintaining the 
many acres of forest preserve located here in Northbrook for many years. Visiting this area is a wonderful 
way to enjoy the outdoors and to be one with nature, a convenient amenity we are lucky to access easily. 
GGN wants to promote these overlooked areas for the enriching nature experience that they offer to 
residents. In 2014, GGN organized a speaker series ‘Focus on our Forest’ which took place at the 
Northbrook Library. The presentation provided residents with information about conservation work taking 
place at Somme, and shared amazing photographs of the strikingly beautiful flora and fauna that call this 
place home. (A video of the presentation is available via a link on our website.) GGN works to promote 
Packard’s stewardship programs — learning history of the area and how to foster a sustainable future; and 
volunteering to restore the area to it’s native state by removing brush, gathering and redistributing seeds, 
and making the area more accessible — for all who are interested. Training is provided. A new stewardship 
program began in 2014 for the 130 acres of Somme Woods East, which The Northbrook Star called “historic.” 
For more information and a schedule of volunteer events, visit: www.sommepreserve.org and 
www.facebook.com/groups/habitat2030.  
 
 

 
Go Green Northbrook’s Board of Directors: 

 
President: Doug Gerleman Director: Kathleen Drewno 

Secretary: Jennifer Linton Director: Tracey Becker 
Treasurer: Ihab Riad 

 
To learn more about Go Green Northbrook, visit our website: 

www.gogreennorthbrook.org 
 

To get involved in any of our programs, email us:  
info@gogreennorthbrook.org 


